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Educational Support Centres:

The justification mechanism of excluding ‘truants’
HIGUCHI,Kumiko

This article aims to describe a justification mechanism that enables the exclusion of ‘truants’ from Educational
Support Centres (otherwise known as ‘Adjustment Training Centres’ or ATCs below), which were established
under one of the educational policies of the Japanese government for children of compulsory education age,
who did not attend school. In order to clarify the abovementioned mechanism, semi-structured interviews
were conducted at 4 different ATCs and their respective local education boards in North-Kanto, South-Kanto,
Koushinetsu, and the Tokai area.

Three important aspects of the justification mechanism were discovered as a result of this survey. First, there
exists an including surface in excluding process, for instance, referring students to school, where they originally
belonged. Second, a quasi-school norm exists which helps avoid claims from excluded students. Finally, there

exists a student ‘self-jump ship’ from ATCs which indicates that the act is the complete responsibility of students.
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