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"Void" and "Reality”
: The Two Facets of Propaganda Films in Pre-War Japan

HAYASHI, Mitsubiro

It has been indicated that in pre-war Japan there existed an unusual trend of propaganda films. These
films looked like anti-war films to post-war Western spectators, although they primarily played the role of
encouraging war. This article aims to reconsider this unusual existence of propaganda films within the rule of
discourse that led to the creation of such films. In particular, we will examine two facets (void and reality) of these
films by considering the visual and auditory aspects of the films. Further, we show that the perceptual lethargy
and dynamism of the films as kinetic media were determined by the manner in which these two facets were

incorporated into them.
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