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The Rise and Fall of the Thought of the Japanese Spirit:
The Condition of the Tortuous Language of Thought in Prewar Japan

HAYASHI, Mitsubiro

The purpose of this article is to examine the social and temporal constriction that facilitated the rise and fall
of the thought of the Japanese Spirit. The thought of the Japanese Spirit, which emerged in the early Showa era, was
characterized by the moderating of verbal expressions. This thought has been explained as a reflection of the gloomy
political situation or the views of intolerant thinkers till date. However, this explanation has not exactly managed
to grasp the provenance of the peculiar characteristic of the thought. We will insist that this peculiar characteristic
stemmed from the effect of the spread mode of thought since the Taisho era that obsessively attempted to describe

the homology of Japan within a discursive form differentiated from the modern one.
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