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Evolution from Residents’ Movement to Civil Associations
: A Case Study of the Tarumi Sports Club
HARADA, Shun

Although residents’ movements in the 1960s and '70s have been discussed to evolve into civil
associations, residents’ movement organizations continue to coexist with other community groups. In this article, I
focus on the Tarumi Sports Club in Kobe, Japan. The club, which was a result of a residents’ movement, continues
to be involved in park management; as such, the power of the movement has weakened. I analyze the club’s
history using Hanspeter Kriesi’s typology of transformations of goal orientations and action repertories of social
movement organizations (SMOs). On the basis of the findings, I conclude that the Tarumi Sports Club, which began
as a social movement organization, evolved through not only “institutionalization” but also “involution.” After the
club’s bifurcation, it has continued to be characterized by “involution” and, in association with other groups, still

embodies the principle of the movement. In this way, it is different from ordinary civil associations.
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