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The Increasing Process of Invisibility of an Amusement District
A Case Study of Kabukicho before the Year 2000
TAKEOKA, Toru

In this paper I analyze the process that Kabukicho changed before the year 2000 in terms of “invisibility” .
Many members of the Kabukicho Shopping Center Promotion Union (the Promotion Union) were absentee
landlords before the bubble economy. During the bubble economy, they subsequently sold their properties and
left the area. In this process, the amusement business association declined and eventually lost the power to
regulate the trade. This resulted in the Promotion Union becoming unable to control the Kabukicho area. Through
this process, the invisibility of the area increased. In addition, Shinjuku-ku shifted its main focus from eliminating
questionable or dodgy business to one of cleaning up the local area. As a result, the police retreated from the
practice of regulation, ironically because of a revision of the “Entertainment and Amusement Trades Control Act’.

In this paper I show that the invisibility of Kabukicho increased because of the changes of each actor.
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