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Facing the Vanishment, Associating the Community
Hansen’s Disease Sufferers in Japan and the Practices of Making Their Own History since
the 1970’s
SAKATA, Katsubiko

This article examines how the Hansen’s disease sufferers have constructed the social world through the
practices of making their own history since the 1970’s. The isolation policy for the people who were infected with
Hansen’s disease was established through the formation of the nation-state since the beginning of the modern
era in Japan. This isolation policy segregated the Hansen’s disease sufferers from the general public and confined
them to the sanatoriums. Meanwhile, the environment around the Hansen’s disease sufferers had radically
changed amongst the post-war Japan. Especially from the early 1970’s, the inmates of “Tama Zenshouen” faced “the
end” caused by their aging and death of fellows. The crisis meant that the meanings of their lives were vanishing.
So, they set forward to reminding and recording their experiences in the sanatorium to resist the crisis. From this
research, we can understand that through the practices they have reconfirmed their vanishing community and

constructed relationships with the people outside the sanatorium.
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