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Academic Boundaries in Japan of the Reproduction Theory of Men's
Studies
SAITO, Keisuke

The purpose of this paper is to provide some foundational ideas on how to construct the theories of
reproduction from Men’s Studies perspective.

Hitherto, most of discussions concerning reproduction from the Liberal Feminism converge into merely
female issues. Thus, female itself is only concerned, not much on male. Recently, the field of Men’s Studies has
emerged, and some scholars within the discipline have tried to grapple with reproductive issues from a male
perspective, focusing on the role of reproduction in the formation of men’s subjectivity. Their discussion is not
about the well-known Patriarchism, but about construction of male subjectivity of reproduction. As a result of this,
their work suffers from flaws of reasoning. By surveying critically these attempts to theorize reproduction from
Men’s Studies perspective, this paper outlines clear steps that Men’s Studies scholars can take to overcome the

type of problems that have arisen in their attempts at conceptualizing reproduction.
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