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Towards Analysis of ‘Hate Speech’ from the Viewpoint of
Cultural Sociology
The Case of Intention and Interpretation of ‘Degrading Words’
on the Basis of Hip-Hop Field Logics
KURITA, Tomobhiro

Based on the importance and limitations of Judith Butler's assertion of ‘the potentiality of subversive
resignification,’ this article investigates how the Field (Bourdieu) logics of musical genre function in the use and
interpretation of degrading words. This takes the example of the American white-male rapper Eminem. Through
this process, I point out that excitable linguistic practices which aim to disturb existing norms and order would
work as interpretative codes which possibly require the Field participants to ‘quote’ those practices as ‘excitement,’
whereas that ‘quotation” would possibly normally be declined by them. Then, I argue that, by extracting the
cultural norms which work on the process of deciding whether a linguistic word or expression is discriminative
or not, from the viewpoint of index of authenticity/ legitimacy in the Field, the way of depicting strength and
fragility of Field logics will lead to the analysis of cultural sociology. This re-grasps the social characteristics and
location of cultural genres which guarantee the discriminating nature of a word or expression. In this work, the

significance of Butler’s theory asserting resignification of hate speech can be found.
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