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'The Origin and Anti-origin of “Ronndan”
The Positional Value of 1930’s Brief Magazine Reviews in Newspapers
Mouri, Hirokazu

“Rondan” in Japanese can be redefined as a kind of a social category, rather than as the substantial world
of intellectuals, which has been re-actualized continuously by ex post facto mentions and connections. This paper
examines the historical state of such references and associations by focusing on the two forms of magazine
reviews in 1930" s newspapers, “Rondan-Jihyou” and “Zasshi-Tanpyou.” Consequently, it is now made clear that
our tacit understanding of impossibility of perfect definition of “Rondan” paradoxically stimulates our desires of
examining of the range of its relevancy. This paper, additionally, describes how the concepts of “Rondan” and

“Bundan” were correlated and, nevertheless, heterogeneous at that period.
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