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Problems of the Citizens' Participation in Regional Welfare

The Case of the Welfare Policy for the Eldetly People
in Takanosu-cho, Akita Prefecture, Japan

PARK, HeeSook

This paper examines the process and the background of a welfare policy in a community previously called
Tkanosu-cho. The policy was promoted as an innovative project with citizens' participation and yet miscarried
because of their objection. The objection was allegedly based on the logic that the welfare policy caused the
financial crisis, and this paper verifies its groundlessness. It further identifies the reasons why the citizens
nevertheless accepted such a logic from the viewpoint of the problems of the citizens' participation as follows:
firstly, in spite of the citizens’ pluralism, their participation in municipal affairs was quite restricted; secondly, the
perspectives of the policy were dissociated from those of the finance; thirdly, a welfare policy was not linked with

a comprehensive political vision of the region but developed as a policy to address a single point at issue.
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