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The Process of Emerging “an Aspect of Enlightment” in Educational
Discoutrse of Postwar Japan

Focusing on Japanese Educational Discourse in 1950s
Yamamura, Wasei

This paper argues the process in which the educational discourse come to be seen as having “an aspect
of enlightment” , through analizing the educational discourse in postwar Japan, especially that in 1950" s. In this
paper, the discourse about “the relationship between teacher and pupil ” and “ the theory of knowledge” will be
particulary examined. The former emphasized that teaching act should be concerned about “the potentiality of
children” . The latter insisted that knowledge itself had the real truth. Arguments of this kind were understood as
pedagogical progress and educational discourse increasingly come to be observed as “discourse of enlightment” .

We think this change resulted from the fundamental difficulty in theorizing educational practice.
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