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The Expansion of Life Politics and the Obstacles Encountered
in Local Network Movements
the Case of Kanagawa Network Movements

PARK, HeeSook

Life politics refers to a kind of politics which relates to changing an individual” s lifestyle as well as the
political system or framework. This paper examines the practice of life politics in the Local Network Movements,
which have its roots in the Seikatsu-Kurabu Consumer Cooperative (co-op). The expansion of life politics and the
obstacles encountered in the movements can be seen in the deployment of the Local Network Movements from agent
movements to a local party, and from the local party to a national party. In particular, this paper takes notice of the
1990s’ Local Network Movements in Kanagawa and analyzes the failure of its attempts to become a national party.

The following are three of the main obstacles encountered in the politics of Local Network Movements. The
first obstacles relates to the movement being interpreted in terms of female politics, not from the broader approach
of life politics. Secondly, political participation was targeted apart from the local effort to change mass-comsumption
lifestyles. Finally, the network organization came to reflect the same structure of a political party and failed to
function effectively as the basis for the structure of life politics. Consequently, this resulted in the concept of life
politics within the Local Network Movements not being able to be efficiently employed in the process of participation

when applied to national politics.
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