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Changes in the solutions to resolve conflicts within the gender roles
assigned to women
— Focusing on Housewife Debates from 1950s to 1980s —
MYOKI, Shinobu

The purpose of this paper is to investigate what kind of conflicts women have had and what kind of
solutions to them women have adopted with regard to their gender roles. This is examined in the light of the
changes in the socio-economic environment surrounding women and the resultant shifts in housewife status.
The materials of analysis come from the “Housewife Debates” from 1950s to 1970s and “Agnes Controversy” in
1980s. Although female career builders have been increasing since 1975, a new problem has arisen, namely, role
conflict between career and the existing gender role. By adopting discourse analysis, this paper illustrates that
the above debates reflect the conflicts of gender roles assigned to women and their solutions, and also clarifies the

transition of such solutions.
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