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The Process of Discovery of “Fairness”

on Organ Transplantation in Japan

MINAYOSHLI, Jumpei

The idea of “fairness” is one of the most important principles on organ allocation in Japan. Until mid-
1990s, however, we had no “fair” and nation-wide organ allocation system. Then, the purpose of this paper is
to consider the process of discovery and acceptance of this idea during brain death and organ transplantation
dispute, and to suggest that the reason of the importance of “fairness” is that this idea could get public or social

consensus during the disputes.
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