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The Chinese Discourse on Civil Society in the 1990s

its effectiveness and its limitations

LI, Yongjing

It could be argued that the emergence of Chinese discourse on civil society in the 1990s has changed
greatly the discursive space in contemporary China. As a result, China’ s modernization is reconsidered in the
so-called State-Society framework, which is constructed as a mutual interactive model between the state and the
society. However, is it true to argue that the Chinese discourse on civil society is based totally on those real social
changes in modern China? The main purpose of this paper is to discuss the effectiveness and limitations of this
new discourse as an analytical framework on the Chinese society. The task is approached by reexamining those

social changes that are seen as the symbols of the coming Chinese civil society.
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