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The Discovery of “Eastern Asia” in Popular Culture and Its Ambiguity

from a Case Study on Punk Rock as Global Cultural Industry

TAKAHARA, Motoaki

This paper examines how the process of globalization and localization of punk rock culture interrelates
with the regionalization of Eastern Asia, from the outcome of fieldwork in Tokyo, Seoul, and Beijing.

The Existing researches on popular culture among Eastern Asia are concentrated on soft power
framework, namely how a national culture attracts other Asia. However, interviews with cultural producers
showed that Eastern Asia is conceived as a multilateral and reciprocal relationship. Producers in Eastern Asia
shares the experience of being rejected from global music business, hence urged to seek reciprocal relations

within their region.
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