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What is Disability?
On Meaning and Positioning of Disadvantage
Hoshika Ryoji

In the framework of "social model of disability", it is generally thought that disability is a disadvantage
experienced in social activities, and is caused by social barriers. In this paper, we aim to reexamine this idea
on two levels. First, we will propose the perspective that acknowleges disadvantages as particular relationship
between individuals and society, not as caused by social barriers unrelated to individuals. Second, we will
demonstrate that it is necessary to focus on not only a disadvantage in a social activity, but also experience of

disadvantages in social life as a whole.



