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Theoretical Dilemmas in "The Archeology of Knowledge"

Regularity, Law, and Power in Michel Foucault’s Archeological Method

WATANABE, Akinori
University of Tokyo
ak-watanabe@mtd.biglobe.ne.jp

Through a critical analysis of Michel Foucault's "The Archeology of Knowledge", this paper argues
that Foucault's thought in his later years should be considered independent of his archeological method. In
order to do so, the paper first shows that the issues raised in "The Archeology of Knowledge" were in fact
already addressed in "The Order of Things". The paper then identifies a number of theoretical dilemmas in "The

Archeology of Knowledge" by using the conceptual frameworks of regularity, law, and power.
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