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Volunteer Activities as "Power"

Participation Socially Differentiated and “The Social” Made Invisible

NIHEI Norihiro

University of Tokyo
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In this paper, social service participation such as the volunteer activities were conceptualized in terms
of the power appeared in the inter-citizen relationship, while in the past, it has been provided that the volunteer
activities shall have no relationship with power.

From the viewpoint, this paper examines the relationship between the power and the development of the
post-war volunteer activities, and shows the expanding conditions that a participation in the volunteer activities
is being converted to power.

At the same time, this paper shows that the social differentials are expanding without being questionable.
Based on the analysis above, this paper discovers the necessary points to conceptualize the participation-oriented

civil society that does not resonate with neo-liberalism.
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