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Toward an Analysis of Social Movements as Compound Phenomena

A Case Study of the 1960 Anpo Struggle

MATUI Takasi
University of Tokyo
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The purpose of this paper is to make a theoretical contribution to social movement theory by
reconsidering the concept of collective behavior. This paper claims that social movements should be regarded
as overlapping with collective behavior, and consequently be analyzed as compound phenomena. In order to
demonstrate the validity of this argument, I make a case study of the 1960 U.S.-Japan Security Treaty (Anpo)
struggle. Firstly I show the inappropriateness of the dominant explanation of the Anpo struggle that attributes
the rise of the struggle to a "civic ethos." This analysis then reveals the sense of "amusement” enticing people to
participate in the struggle, as well as the influence of the mass media over the behavior of the participants. From
this perspective new aspects of the Anpo struggle emerge. The above arguments demonstrate that the approich

proposed by this paper can explain social movements more cogently.
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