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The Ethics of Future Generations and Non-Identity Problem

The impossibility of the solution and its elimination by an ex post facto approval

IKEDA, Kazuhiro

University of Tokyo
ikeda@L.u-tokyo.ac.jp

‘What logical structure does the ethics of future generations take? It is the "Non-Identity Problem" argued
by D. Parfit to have investigated it thoroughly. This paper, first, explains what trouble this problem gives to our
commonsense, and second, interprets the solution to it posed by Parfit, finally, argues about the conditions it
needs.

By this paper's interpretation, Parfit makes a social value to the reason for choosing better future. It is a
"Best mix of quality of life and its quantity”. But, this solution needs a condition that present generation and all
future generations share that social value. The condition, however, cannot be fulfilled, and the solution of the
problem becomes impossible again, because of bringing the value conflicts between future generations.

To avoid it, we need to change "all" into "the realized as a result". If the realized future generation as
a result approves our selection ex post facto, we will be given a reason to select that future retroactively. Ard

simultaneously, the impossibility of the solution is eliminated.



