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Copyright System and the Formation of Media

Focusing on the Early Music Industry in Modern Japan
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This paper aims to reconsider the copyright system from the viewpoint of historical sociology. In
criticizing the teleological description of the history of copyright system in earlier studies, I propose to
understand it in relation to the social context of media technologies, not taking for granted the legal concepts
such as 'work' and 'author' as ahistorical entity.

From such standpoint, I describe two copyright cases which took place in the early music industry in
Japan, namely the Téchiiken Kumoemon's naniwabushi case and the Plage sensation. The historical sociological
viewpoint of this paper makes clear that the copyright system has been constantly redefined in a rather ad hoc
manner according to the complicated interest of various agents, and that it frames culture industries by giving
authenticity as proprietor to some agents and excluding others from it. This finding resonates with the recent

study on culture industries, and at the same time, gives new dimension to it.
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