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Sisterhood of Louise Otto-Peters

The excess of women’s solidarity in the case of
Dresdner May Revolution in 1849

SUTO, Haruko
Chiba University
hsuto@mail7.alpha-net.ne.jp

This paper touches on the issue of ‘sisterhood’ of Louise Otto-Peters (1819-1895), a leader in
the German feminist movement and one of the first 19th century German women writers, and on her
unprecedented attempt to unite women as ‘our sisters’ regardless of their social origins in the mid-
19th century.

According to Nancy Cott and Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres, sisterhood is based upon women’s
friendship, which gets the equality between women from male absence. Aiming at realization of such
an idea, Otto’s publications boosted up the coming into existence of a women’s association taking
over the traits of sisterhood, though, it contains a definitive gap and an excess; in her literary texts
and news stories, especially about Dresdner May Revolution 1849, the union with the other sex is as
an ultimate destination beyond Otto’s sisterhood, for which this happy union must involve death and
violence. Furthermore, it can be said that male homo-social death, namely ‘our brothers’ death’ as a
result of an extreme male absent form has a possibility of bringing the sisterhood into existence
without friendship between women.

It has been considered that the sisterhood could be realized without male death. This male
absence, which is regarded as a positive factor for the realization of sisterhood, however, is still to be

reexamined.
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