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This article tries to locate the architect Wajiro Kon (1888-1973) in the context of his time
through a reexamination of his two activities, which were closely related to each other. Specifically,
I focus on Kon’s participation in the Noson Jutaku Kaizen Jigyo (rural housing improvement project)
in the 1930’s and his writings on the everyday life during the wartime period. These activities have
been frequently overlooked in previous studies largely because they tended to assume the dichotomy
of the wartime and the postwar, power and resistance, and production and consumption. Such an
approach fails to account for Kon’s rich insights into the formative power of bodies and his lifestyle
improvement strategy, which called attention to the roles of those who mediated between progressive
ideas and conventional practices. Kon’s activities, then, prompt us to reinvestigate the modernity of
the everyday life by carefully tracing how bodies negotiated themselves with the material world and
by analyzing the activities of the mediators who sought to organize people’s formative power in

dealing with their built environment.



